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The  attached  Traffic  Speed  Report  No0  62  has  been  pre- 
pared by  Mr0  Charles  Pinnell„  graduate  assistant  on  our  staff » 
Mr0  Suwarto  Hardjodipuro  assisted  in  the  collection  of  the  data., 

This  progress  report  is  the  1957  summer,  semi-annual 
speed  study a  The  speeds  were  obtained  at  the  same  locations  as  in 
previous  years  and  add  to  the  nineteen  years  of  speed  data  that 
the  Project  has  collected. 

Copies  of  thiB  report  will  be  distributed  as  usual  to 
the  State  Police  and  to  the  Office  of  Traffic  Safety.  The  report 
is  submitted  for  the  recordo 
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TRAFFIC  SPEED  REPORT  N0o  62 

This  report  covers  spot  speed  observations  made  during  August 
These  data  were  collected  by  Suwarto  Hardjodipuro  and  the 
writero  All  observations  are  for  free-moving  vehicles  on  level 
tangent  sections  of  rural  highwayso  The  location  of  the  observa- 
tion stations  are  as  follows: 

lo   UoS0  52  -  loO  miles  South  of  Jcto  with 

SoRo  28  (Dual  Lanes) 
2o   UoSo  52  -  loO  mile?  West  of  Klondike 

(Dual  Lanes) 
3o   UoSo  52  =>  2o2  miles  Northsest  ©f 

Templeton  (2  lane) 
4o   UoSo  31'  ■?  lo2  miles  North  of  Perrysburg 

(2  lane) 
%      SoRo  25  -  loO  utiles  South  of  Americus 
(2  lane) 
Previous  reports  have  included  observation  taken  on  UoSo  41,  L>0 
miles  north  of  Boswello  At  the  time  the  observations  were  made  fey 
this  report ,  a  bridge  was  out  on  UoSo  41  in  the  vicinity  of  Boswell 
and  traffic  «as  being  de toured  over  an  alternate  routeo  For  this 
reason,  no  observations  were  made  at  this  location 

The  speed  observations  for  this  study  were  made  with  an  Electro- 
Hatie  Radar  Speed  Meter »     The  meter  was  concealed  as  part  of  a  rural 
mailbox  and  the  observers  concealed  themselves  as  well  as  local 


conditions  permittedo  It  is  believed  that  the  observations  were 
taken  without  influeneing  the  speeds  of  the  vehicleso  Before  using 
the  meter  it  was  checked  for  accuracy  and  calibrated  in  the  speed 
range  of  20  to  100  miles  per  houro 

A  summary  of  the  results  of  this  study  as  well  as  the  last 
seven  studies  is  given  in  Table  I«  Indiana  State  law  limits  the 
speed  of  passenger  cars  arsi  trucks  weighing  less  than  5,000  pounds 
to  65  miles  per  hour,  while  trucks  weighing  more  than  5,000  pounds 
are  limited  to  45  miles  per  houro  For  this  reason,  the  truck  speeds 
are  divided  into  three  groups 5  light  trueks,  heavy  trucks  and  all 
truckso  Since  it  is  impractical  to  accurately  determine  the  exact 
weight  of  each  truck,  panel  and  pickup  types  are  classed  as  less  than 
5,000  pounds  while  dual-tired  and  semi=trailer  types  are  classed  as 
weighing  over  5,00  poundso 

In  order  to  facilitate  a  comparison  between  the  present  and 
the  last  previous  observations  at  a  given  location,  the  results  of 
the  present  and  previous  study  are  tabulated  in  Tables  II  tteough  V<* 
All  speed  observations  were  taken  at  the  same  locations  for  this 
study  as  for  previous  studies  with  the  exception  that  the  observations 
on  UoSo  41  near  Boswell  were  omittedo 

The  average  speed  for  all  passenger  cars  decreased  by  1^4  miles 
per  hour  since  the  last  study  (May  1957)  while  the  average  speed  for 
all  trucks  increased  by  0o8  miles  per  houro  Indiana  passenger  cars 
decreased  their  average  speed  on  two°lane  highways  by  0ol  miles  per 
hour  while  their  average  speed  on  four=lan@  highways  decreased  by  2o4 
miles  per  houro  A  decrease  of  2o4  miles  per  hour  on  two-lane  highways 


and  3°7  miles  per  hour  on  four-lane  highways  was  noted  in  the  average 
speed  of  out==of-state  passenger  cars<> 

The  average  speed  for  light  trucks  increased  lo5  miles  per  hour 
on  two=lane  highways  and  0o2  miles  per  hour  on  four-lane  highwayso  Fog0 
heavy  trucks,  and  increase  in  average  speed  of  loO  miles  per  hour  on 
two~lane  highways  and  0o6  miles  per  hour  on  four°lanes  highways  was 
observedo 

When  compared  with  results  of  a  previous  survey  made  a  year 
earlier  in  August  1957 »  a  slight  increase  in  average  speed  was  in=> 
dicateda  The  average  speed  for  all  passenger  cars  on  all  highways 
increased  by  0o5  miles  per  hour  while  the  same  average  for  all  trucks 
increased  by  0o6  miles  per  hour  during  the  one  year  periodo 

Trend  information  on  the  average  speed  of  passenger  cars  and 
trucks  is  shown  in  Table  I  and  in  Figures  6  and  7° 


TABLE  I 

SUMMARY  OF  SPOT  SPEED  OBSERVATIONS 
ON  INDIANA  HIGHWAYS 

[Free-Moving  Vehicles  on  Level,  Tangent  Sections] 
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INDIANA     RURAL    SPEED     TRENDS        1942-1960 
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